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mission, whose success will be very welcome to us* Let
the constitution of the Templars be such as 5s suitable for
men who live in the clash and tumult of war, and yet of a
kind which will be acceptable to the Christian princes, of
whom they have been the valuable auxiliaries.
So far as in you lies and if God so pleases, strive to
bring this thing to a speedy and successful issue."
So important a matter could  not  IK*  left  to  the  two
messengers mentioned in the letter,    Hugh de Payens and
Godfrey de St. Omer, with four other knights of the Order,
also went to Rome to support  the appeal   to  the  Pope
(Honorius  II).    The  Holy Sec  had  not   been   slow  to
appreciate the potentialities  of  the  Temple,    The   Pope
believed that the temporal as well as the spiritual power in
Jerusalem should be in the hands of the Church, hut that
ambition seemed difficult of attainment,    The position of the
Church in Syria would, however, be strengthened by a power-
ful fighting Order free from all secular control, and the
Order, which might be expected to expand if given apostolic
approval, would also serve other purposes.    The Holy See
was alarmed at the licentiousness among the Christians in the
East, and the Templars* who hud given an example of godli-
ness in what the Pope regarded as a centre of depravity, might
reform the morals of the settlers,    Honorius may have
dreamed of seeing the Temple, or similar organisations,
develop to such an extent that Rome would have at its com-
mand an army so numerous and widespread that the Church
would be able to crush any king or prince, whether in the East
or West, who ventured to challenge its authority; but at the
present time the proposal merely contemplated that the
members of the Order should be stationed in the East and
devoted to the service of Jerusalem,   Already it hud been
suggested that the Church made little contribution to the
security of the Holy Land, and the creation of a formidable